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secure background facts from g^ern^ t oact upon public 
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Opinion, Conceding tMs iT-g-ified information to ansrone 
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cxcrcisod by t^his Azoixcy^ 
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rith best person .1 regards. 


Very sincerely, 

4 / - 

?ILLI/1‘ H. JACKSOH 
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JOSEPH AND STEWART ALSOP 


Telephone 


January 22, 1951 


Dear Bill: 


Nothing could have been more agreeable than 
to have your company at lunc|i, and since I respect 
your opinions, I was extremely glad to hear them. 

At the risk of seeming ungrateful, however, 

I think I should lose no time to set the record straight 
on one point. When I say that responsible newspapermen 
oueht to be able to secure background facts from res- 
ponsible officials, I mean this absolutely literally. 

Only facts, hard, concrete facts, have any impact upon 
public opinion. To try to convince the American jews- 
paper reader of the reality of any situation by stating 
mere opinion, no matter how high the source, is like 
trying to nourish a man by feeding him only the gassy 
part of a loaf of bread. 

In /ninety- nine cases out of a hundred, the 
facts needed to portray any given situation are in the 
public domain. That they may also contained quite 
incidentally in classified documents , does not alter their 
essentially non-secret character. I only ask officials 
like yourself about them, because I cannot usually be in 
enough places at once to gather them myself from non- 
official sources. The power to act of the American govern- 
ment derives entirely from the people’s knowledge of the 
facts. If the people are uninformed, the government is 
paralyzed. Thus it is not only the interest, it is also 
the duty, of men in your position to see that vital facts 
become known as rapidly as possible. 

When an official refuses to discuss situations 
of great national import in a concrete manner, I bear Ji® 
no grudge; I merely write him down as one of the very large 
number whose views are too narrow, or whose experience is 
too limited, to give him a clear understanding of the 
machine of which he is a part. By the same token, xfhen an 
official is willing to talk about background facts sensibly 
and concretely, I feel no gratitude; he is, in my opinion, 
merely doing his Job, as I am doing mine. At the same time, 
in this latter case, I do feel a certain obligation with 
regard to the use of any data that may come my way, which 
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are within this official's general Tto^not usf° 

in brief, is to make sure that I do nox use 

?SeS data’ln a manner that may he embarrassing to the 

official Whether or no the information has actually • 

official. rnav "hp 3 qkpd "Have you ever talked to 

come from him, he may be asKea, n« « jr of 

Aiann?" And if he must answer, "Yes', his denial oi 

S-ini^eS ^r“lL^?o rnS:ry^?^ tf 0^0?^ 

wholly convincing. 

I nut all this in writing, because I want to be 
sure you understand ’"J o^^of any^ "arrangement”^^ 

ro°Lone“L““"ei“efyoS^nrmk Nfres^onslhle^news- 
paperman wlth’the faintest ^^aeot for his 

re^i?irnSSp"^L?:ireS^S?ffcla?"Lrrewepapermantu™s^ 
whether a sense of obligation Is created; and this In 
general depends upon the working of the rules I have set 

forth above. 


Sincerely, 


JA; cc 


Joseph' alsop 


P.S, I drafted this Friday. Since then it was 
greatest pleasure to see you and Mary at dinner 
being engaged becomes you both. 


the 

— how 


Wniiam H, Jackson, Esq. 
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